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congratulations to Jillian for winning a seat in 
the Columbia University senate. 

f 

KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 9, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position to H.R. 3, which would circumvent the 
legal approval process and grant blanket auto-
matic authority for TransCanada to ‘‘construct, 
connect, operate, and maintain’’ the Keystone 
XL pipeline and cross-border facilities. 

Every cross-border pipeline must undergo a 
vetting process to make sure that it is in the 
national interest. This process has been ongo-
ing at the State Department and has been 
complicated by disputes over the route, most 
notably in Nebraska, where their Supreme 
Court ruled on the issue just this morning. To-
day’s legislation would provide a special deal 
for one company to bypass federal permitting 
requirements. 

Additionally, the oil that would be trans-
ported by Keystone XL, tar sands oil, is cur-
rently exempt from the Oil Spill Liability Trust 
Fund that is used to fund the response to 
leaks and accidents. This means that the 
American public would bear the risks for the 
immediate cleanup costs from any potential 
accidents or leaks from the pipeline. Con-
gressman EARL BLUMENAUER introduced legis-
lation last night, which I am proud to cospon-
sor, to close that loophole and ensure that 
TransCanada and other companies trans-
porting tar sands oil share responsibility for 
those costs by paying into the Oil Spill Liability 
Trust Fund. Democrats are offering a motion 
today to address this issue for the oil that 
would be transported through the Keystone XL 
pipeline, and I hope my Republican colleagues 
will work with us to close this loophole. 

Ultimately, there is no reason to give special 
treatment to a single, foreign company, which 
would be exempt from permitting requirements 
and from paying into the Oil Spill Liability Trust 
Fund. We should reject this bill and allow the 
State Department to complete its ongoing re-
view. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WAYNE KEITH 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 12, 2015 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an individual whose 
dedication and contributions to the community 
of Corona, California are exceptional. Corona 
has been fortunate to have dynamic and dedi-
cated community leaders who willingly and un-
selfishly give their time and talent and make 
their communities a better place to live and 
work. Wayne Keith is certainly one of these in-
dividuals. On Thursday, January 15, 2015, 
Wayne will be honored with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the Corona Chamber 
of Commerce Installation Dinner. 

Following his graduation from Iowa State 
College, Wayne took his Bachelor’s Degree in 

Mechanical Engineering to the National Advi-
sory Committee for Aeronautics, known today 
as NASA. Following his time there, Wayne 
then took a position with the Aluminum Com-
pany of America, ALCOA, in 1945, where he 
would remain for forty years. After dedicating 
his time and efforts to offices in Cleveland, 
Detroit, New Kensington and Pittsburg, Wayne 
found his home in Corona where he acted as 
general manager until his retirement from the 
plant in 1986. 

In addition to his strong work ethic, Wayne 
also exemplifies what it means to be a volun-
teer. After moving to Corona in 1969, Wayne 
immediately involved himself in the growing 
Corona community in a variety of capacities. 
Wayne took on many leadership positions with 
organizations such as the United Way, Corona 
Rotary Club, Good Samaritan Boys Home, 
First Congressional Church, Navy League, 
Peppermint Ridge, YMCA, The Greater Co-
rona Chamber of Commerce, Corona Commu-
nity Hospital, Norco-Corona Unified School 
District, California Manufacturer’s Association 
and the Wagner Foundation. Few citizens can 
match the years of service Wayne has gener-
ously donated to the Corona community. 

Given all of the contributions Wayne has 
made, he has received many prestigious hon-
ors. In 1975, Wayne was deemed Citizen of 
the Year by the Corona Chamber of Com-
merce. Wayne has also been the recipient of 
other prominent awards such as the Corona 
Chamber’s ‘‘George’’ Award, the Corona Com-
munity Hospital Volunteers Award, Peppermint 
Ridge’s Golden Hinge Award and the Ira D. 
Calvert Distinguished Service Award due to 
his outstanding leadership and significant con-
tributions to the Corona community. 

In light of all that Wayne has done for the 
community of Corona, it is clear he fully de-
serves the Corona Chamber of Commerce’s 
Lifetime Achievement award. Wayne’s tireless 
passion for community service has contributed 
immensely to the betterment of Corona, Cali-
fornia. He has been the heart and soul of 
many community organizations, and I am 
proud to call him a fellow community member, 
American and friend. I know that many com-
munity members are grateful for his service 
and salute him as he receives this prestigious 
award. 

f 

DEDICATION TO CHARACTER AND 
SERVICE 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 12, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Ruben Ruiz and Shelby Lowe for 
being named Pearland’s 2014 Employees of 
the Year by Pearland city management. This 
award is given to the public servants who best 
exemplify the city’s core mission—to provide 
those who live in Pearland with the best qual-
ity of life. 

Mr. Ruiz, a utility billing specialist, and Ms. 
Lowe, a recreation attendant, went above and 
beyond in performing their duties and improv-
ing the systems on which the city runs. Their 
dedication to service and character provide a 
shining example of public service and set an 
example we can all follow. The residents of 
Pearland, Texas already know what a great 

place they live, work and raise their families. 
These dedicated city employees are part of 
what makes Pearland special. 

I thank Ruben Ruiz and Shelby Lowe for 
their tireless work in ensuring the Pearland 
community gets the customer service it de-
serves. On behalf of the residents of the 
Twenty-Second Congressional District of 
Texas, congratulations to Mr. Ruiz and Ms. 
Lowe for being named Pearland’s 2014 Em-
ployees of the Year. 

f 

TO MAKE IT A TOP PRIORITY TO 
EXTRADITE WILLIAM MORALES 
TO THE UNITED STATES IMME-
DIATELY 

HON. PETER T. KING 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 12, 2015 

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my opposition to the actions 
taken by the Obama Administration in Decem-
ber to re-establish relations with Cuba. Among 
other reasons, Castro’s Cuba has been en-
tirely uncooperative with the United States by 
providing safe harbor to numerous American 
fugitives, with offenses ranging from hijacking 
to murder. 

One of the most notable fugitives hiding out 
in Cuba is the known terrorist William Morales. 
Morales was a leader of the terrorist organiza-
tion FALN, which has committed numerous 
terrorist attacks on United States soil, includ-
ing the 1975 bombing of Fraunces Tavern in 
lower Manhattan. This attack killed 4 and in-
jured more than 60 others. 

I urge the Administration to reevaluate its 
stance towards Cuba and make it a top pri-
ority to extradite William Morales and other fu-
gitives evading justice in Cuba to the United 
States immediately. 

f 

CUBA A SPONSOR OF TERROR 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 12, 2015 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I submit 
the following: 

[From National Review Online, Jan. 6, 2015] 
YES, CUBA IS A STATE SPONSOR OF TERROR 

(By Yleem Poblete & Jason I. Poblete) 
The most senior U.S. delegation in decades 

will soon be in Havana to engage a declared 
enemy of the United States in discussions 
about ‘‘normalizing’’ relations. Covering 
much more subject matter than routine mi-
gration issues, these meetings stem in large 
measure from the December 17 return of 
spies to Cuba who are responsible for Amer-
ican deaths. 

Obama sent three Cuban spies back to the 
island, trading them for the release of Amer-
ican Alan Gross. Mr. Gross had been held 
hostage for five years for the ‘‘crime’’ of 
teaching Jewish Cubans how to connect to 
the Internet. As part of this lopsided deal, 
the Obama administration also declared 
American policy a failure and offered a large 
basket of potential economic and diplomatic 
benefits. 

This was a significant ideological and po-
litical victory for the Communist regime. 
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And there are more rewards in the offing. 
Administration officials are reportedly con-
sidering removing Cuba from the U.S. list of 
state sponsors of terrorism—a request Raul 
Castro made in May 2014 and one that the 
Cuban regime has made many times in re-
cent years. Under Section 6(j) of the Export 
Administration Act, a country’s designation 
as supporting acts of international terrorism 
may be rescinded in only two ways. Cuba is 
not ready to come off that list. Quite the op-
posite. 

In the first instance, the President must 
certify to the Congress that there has been a 
fundamental change in the leadership and 
policies of the government in question, as 
was the case with Iraq after the removal of 
Saddam Hussein. There is no legitimate way 
that administration officials can make such 
a claim with respect to Cuba. Moreover, the 
criteria for determining such a systemic 
transformation is clearly defined in the 
LIBERTAD Act, known as the Helms-Burton 
law. For starters, as stated in the law, Fidel 
and Raul Castro cannot be part of the gov-
erning structure. 

That leaves only the second option for re-
moval from the list. To remove Cuba’s ter-
rorism designation, the president would need 
to submit a report to Congress, 45 days prior 
to the proposed removal, certifying that 1) 
the regime has not provided any support for 
international terrorism during the preceding 
six months and 2) the government has pro-
vided assurances that it will not support acts 
of international terrorism in the future. 
Most would agree that Cuba fails on both 
counts. 

Cuba has supported and provided safe 
haven to members of the Basque Fatherland 
and Liberty (ETA) and the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC). Both are 
U.S.-designated Foreign Terrorist Organiza-
tions (FTOs). The Obama administration 
would therefore need to remove ETA and 
FARC from the FTO list, before removing 
Cuba from the state-sponsors-of-terrorism 
list. Both actions are untenable at this time. 
Unless Spain’s foreign-policy establishment 
is about to make a radical shift in thinking, 
ETA remains a terrorist organization and 
there are ETA sympathizers in Cuba who are 
wanted for terrible crimes against the Span-
ish people. As for FARC, despite the faux 
peace process in Havana the past few 
months, it continues to carry out violent 
acts in Colombia, has no plans to lay down 
arms anytime soon, and has links to al- 
Qaeda in the Lands of the Islamic Maghreb 
(AQIM). 

The ‘‘April 2014 State Department Country 
Reports on Terrorism,’’ however, implied 
that the only role the Castro regime had 
with FARC was facilitating travel for the 
‘‘peace talks’’ between these terrorists and 
the Colombian government. It further stated 
that the ETA presence in Cuba is diminished. 
It would appear that a kinder-and-gentler 
Cuba narrative is being written to accommo-
date a preconceived policy outcome. 

Administration officials have reportedly 
spent the last two years creating a founda-
tion for Obama’s Cuba announcement on De-
cember 17—all the while denying any such 
activity when asked by Congress about re-
lated news reports. If this sounds familiar, 
it’s because it closely parallels the script 
used in the negotiations leading to the re-
lease of five Taliban leaders held at Guanta-
namo in exchange for Bowe Bergdahl. 

The State Department terrorism report 
also makes references beyond ETA and 
FARC—most significantly that Cuba harbors 
several fugitives of U.S. justice. Terrorists, 
murderers, and other violent criminals are 
being protected, well fed, and supported by 
the Communist regime. Among these is a 
woman convicted of first-degree murder, Jo-

anne Chesimard. Also known as Assata 
Shakur, she is on the FBI’s Most Wanted 
Terrorists list for executing a New Jersey 
State Police trooper. With the help of the 
Black Liberation Army, she broke out of 
prison and found refuge in Cuba. According 
to the FBI, Chesimard ‘‘continues to profess 
her radical anti-U.S. government ideology.’’ 
New Jersey governor Chris Christie said re-
cently that he wants her back in New Jersey. 
He’ll be waiting a long time. 

Basing the decision to remove Cuba from 
the state-sponsors-of-terrorism list solely on 
these above-referenced examples (there is 
probably a great deal more in classified 
form), the president would need to prove 
that for the six months prior to the proposed 
rescission, the Cuban dictatorship did not 
provide any assistance to terrorists and had 
unconditionally returned U.S. fugitives. But 
Communist-party officials have already stat-
ed publicly that Cuba considers Chesimard a 
political asylee and, as such, not to be re-
leased into U.S. custody. 

The president would also have to accept as 
credible the ‘‘assurances’’ from the Havana 
regime that it would not provide support in 
the future for international terrorism—a dif-
ficult task given intelligence gaps high-
lighted in the State Department’s terrorism 
report. The pertinent section states: ‘‘There 
was no indication that the Cuban govern-
ment provided weapons or paramilitary 
training to terrorist groups,’’ but it provides 
no further data or analysis on these activi-
ties. It also fails to address the relationship 
and cooperation between Cuba and other 
state sponsors of terrorism such as Iran, or 
other entities listed on the FTO List. 

And then there is the question of intel-
ligence tainted and manipulated by Ameri-
cans spying for the Cuban regime. One of the 
most notorious of these traitors, Ana Belen 
Montes, used her position at the Defense In-
telligence Agency to provide Cuban handlers 
copious amounts of highly sensitive data, in-
cluding military contingency plans, details 
of intelligence-gathering efforts, and profiles 
of a broad spectrum of U.S. officials. 

Congress must therefore require a com-
prehensive appraisal of the range of Cuba’s 
activities against the U.S. and its interests 
and priorities before the White House can 
make any decision on whether Cuba will re-
main on the terrorism list. The review must 
cover no less than a 20-year period and in-
clude a fresh appraisal of all available raw 
data used in the Clinton-era Pentagon as-
sessment spearheaded by Montes. The review 
should include detailed intelligence and 
analysis of unconventional threats and pro-
grams that have dual-use application, such 
as Cuba’s biotech capabilities. 

The congressional national-security and 
judiciary committees must be given full ac-
cess to all files pertaining to the WASP spy 
network, including data related to the 1996 
Brothers to the Rescue shoot-down, as well 
as damage assessments for all Americans and 
non-Americans convicted of spying for the 
Cuban regime. 

However, if President Obama chooses to 
proceed irrespective of the aforementioned 
conditions and determines that Cuba should 
be removed from the state-sponsors-of-ter-
rorism list, Congress would have only 45 days 
from the submission date to evaluate the re-
scission proposal and act accordingly. 

Members of the House and Senate must 
therefore be proactive in countering the ex-
ecutive action outlined on December 17 and 
in preventing further damage. Failure to do 
so would make Congress complicit in the ad-
ministration’s acquiescence to Cuba’s Com-
munist regime; it would undermine Amer-
ican interests and reinforce a message of 
weakness to other enemies of freedom and 
security. 

SUPPORT FOR THE CUBAN PEOPLE 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 12, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to voice my strong support for the Cuban 
people, who have suffered for so many dec-
ades under the brutal regime of the Castro 
brothers, and to thank my colleague, ILEANA 
ROS-LEHTINEN, for her leadership in calling for 
statements on the record on the deplorable 
human rights situation in Castro’s Cuba. 

Her leadership and moral clarity on this 
issue stands in contrast to that of the Obama 
Administration, which once again has dem-
onstrated its fecklessness. The events of this 
past weekend—where the absence of our 
President among so many bold Heads of 
State who marched in Paris for freedom and 
against extremism was so glaring—under-
scores how this Administration scorns our 
friends while coddling this country’s enemies. 
The disregard this Administration showed for 
the people of France is part of a pattern, a 
pattern of contempt which includes disrespect 
to our great ally Canada and Prime Minister 
Harper over the crucial Keystone pipeline, 
which includes allowing Administration spokes-
men to insult Israel’s courageous Prime Min-
ister, Benjamin Netanyahu in the most juvenile 
fashion, and which includes abandonment of 
our Polish and Czech allies when they sought 
to base a missile shield in their countries in 
2009. 

By this move to normalize relations with 
Cuba without consultation with either Con-
gress or the State Department, and without 
holding the Castro regime to minimum stand-
ards of protection of human rights and com-
mitment to democracy as prerequisites to ne-
gotiations, the Administration betrays the aspi-
rations of the Cuban people while embracing 
the brutal dictators and oligarchs who turned 
an island paradise into a gulag. 

Again, there is a pattern here, a pattern of 
embracing our enemies, be it Hugo Chavez in 
Venezuela, the mullahs of Iran, or the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Egypt, whose rise this Admin-
istration helped facilitate. And with each em-
brace of dictatorships and murderous regimes, 
the Administration showed its contempt for the 
downtrodden of these countries—the masses 
of people in Venezuela who suffered first 
under the dictator Chavez and now suffer 
under his understudy in oppression, Nicolas 
Maduro, who continues to persecute democ-
racy advocates such as Leopoldo Lopez. 

This Administration was also silent when the 
Muslim Brotherhood Morsi regime oppressed 
the Coptic minority in Egypt, and it lifted no 
fingers to support the people of Iran during 
their peaceful Green Revolution protests in the 
wake of the 2009 election in that country, 
which were met with batons and pepper spray. 

And now the President embraces the Castro 
brothers, who were tutors to Hugo Chavez in 
the ways of oppression and whose support of 
so-called revolutionary movements has 
brought so much suffering to countries in Latin 
America and around the world. Let’s be clear 
about this: Cuba has been a state sponsor of 
terrorism, supporting violence against allies of 
the United States such as Colombia. 
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